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Synopsis

Ten years after writing the definitive, international bestselling book on political debate and
messaging, George Lakoff returns with new strategies about how to frame todaya ™s essential
issues. Called the & cefather of framinga < by The New York Times, Lakoff explains how framing is
about ideasa «ideas that come before policy, ideas that make sense of facts, ideas that are
proactive not reactive, positive not negative, ideas that need to be communicated out loud every
day in public. The ALL NEW Dona ™t Think of an Elephant! picks up where the original book left
offa «delving deeper into how framing works, how framing has evolved in the past decade, how to
speak to people who harbor elements of both progressive and conservative worldviews, how to
counter propaganda and slogans, and more. In this updated and expanded edition, Lakoff, urges
progressives to go beyond the typical laundry list of facts, policies, and programs and present a
clear moral vision to the countrya +one that is traditionally American and can become a guidepost for

developing compassionate, effective policy that upholds citizensa ™ well-being and freedom.
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Customer Reviews

"Lakoff single-handedly convinced liberals of the importance of language in winning political battles.
Now he’s back to finish what he started."--Markos Moulitsas, founder and publisher, Daily Kos"The
All New Don’t Think of an Elephant! is an indispensable tool for progressivesa spacked with new
thinking on framing issues that are hotly debated right now, and new insights on how to reclaim the

political debate on meaningful terms that can yield true progress, not just political gains."--dennifer



M. Granholm, former governor of Michigan"When the originalA Don’t Think of an Elephant! came
out in2004,A Lakoff showed us that progressive Democrats voted on values, not issuesa «just like
the right. Now, Dr. Lakoff is back to prevent a relapse of bad framing. The ALL NEW Don’t Think of
an Elephant!A is a must read, every bit as important as the first edition.A This time we have to train
ourselves to think for the long term.A Buy this book, memorize it, and teach it to your children.
Progressives may beA smart, but we don’t communicate our ideas well. This book is theA blueprint
for how to do better."--Howard Dean, former chair of the Democratic National Committee and

founder of Democracy for America

George Lakoff is the countryd ™s leading expert on the framing of political discourse and one of the
worlda ™s most renowned linguists and cognitive scientists. He is the author of numerous books on
politicsa “including Dona ™t Think of an Elephant!, The Political Mind, Moral Politics, Thinking
Points, The Little Blue Book (with Elisabeth Wehling), and Whose Freedom?a “as well as numerous
books on language and the mind. A Lakoff has consulted with the leaders of hundreds of advocacy
groups on framing issues, lectured to large audiences across the country, run dozens of workshops
for activists, spoken regularly on radio talk shows and TV shows, addressed the policy retreats and
the caucuses for both the Senate and the House Democrats, consulted with progressive pollsters
and advertising agencies, and been interviewed at length in the public media, and he continues to
do extensive research on the framing of public discourse. Currently Distinguished Professor of
Cognitive Science and Linguistics at the University of California at Berkeley, Lakoff is a founder of
the fields of cognitive science and cognitive linguistics, has previously taught at Harvard and the
University of Michigan, and was a fellow at the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral
Sciences at Stanford. For more than two decades, he was codirector of the Neural Theory of
Language Project at the International Computer Science Institute at Berkeley. He also spent more
than a decade as senior fellow at the Rockridge Institute, a nonpartisan think tank, and has served
on the international advisory board of Prime Minister Zapatero of Spain, on the science board of the
Santa Fe Institute, as president of the International Cognitive Linguistics Association, and on the
governing board of the Cognitive Science Society. He has lectured at major universities in dozens of
countries around the world. His current technical research is on the theory of how the neural
circuitry of the brain gives rise to thought and language. His blogs appear regularly on his website,
www.georgelakoff.com, and at The Huffington Post, Truthout, Alternet, Common Dreams, and Daily

Kos.



This is an important book. Everyone needs to know more about linguistic framing for a wide variety
of reasons. Layoff does an excellent job of identifying and explaining frames that influence thinking

and behavior. This is basic, important information about thought and behavior.

| am a communications graduate and | love the field, especially within communication theories,
rhetoric, and connecting it to society. My professor has mentioned George Lakoff throughout my
study and when | graduated my bachelors and went into my masters, | wanted to know more. The
first book | bought was this one. This book made me realize so many things about American society
and how we can overcome difficult times by using communications. It was fascinating to read plans
that Democrats, or Republicans, can take to mold this place differently. | thoroughly enjoyed this

book, and even if you disagree with his views, you can still take away the ideas.

This is a short form of a longer academic book "Moral Politics" by the author. For those engaged in

progressive politics it is a great help. Peace.

Absolute must read for Progressives to understand Conservatives and to advance the Progressive
cause. The practical advice included with the theory has allowed me to deal with Conservative

friends and family.

Shocking and scary. The copy came from my brother to my sister to me to my daughter to another

sister to a niece in law school. Perfect reading for such a time as this.

Wonderful insights for those interested in communication and understanding - takeaways for content
marketers are HUGE! Lakoff helps to explain how brains work and how "facts" aren’t equally
received by brains, due to "frames." Brilliant book and updated at a critical time when the effects of

marketing, advertising, politics and the future of democratic societies all are converging.

This feels like an excellent primer for learning how frame theory works and it includes a ton of great
examples of how to use language and philosophy to advance progressive movements. It was often
repetitive, though | wonder if that was part of the lesson; to strengthen a new frame in the reader’s

mind.

If you are a progressive who wants to learn how our country go to its present state of affairs - and



want to make a change, you NEED to read this book! And then pass along to others. This needs

wide circulation.
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